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development and economic cycles. When the Garon | Boviston Yo X, 
elevated Orange Line rapid transit was torn Station Joh pri 


down 12 years ago, Washington Street was ston St === === 77 =~~4 | VLA 
badly run down. Removal of the elevated and : | | Lat 
replacement transit was supposed to revital- 
ize the street. But after years of study, the 
MBTA finally decided on buses as permanent 
replacement transit, grandly called the "Silver 
Line," which sometime after 2010 could con- 
nect to the MBTA rapid transit system and the | : 
other Silver Line to South Boston (see inside). 
Vehicles on the two proposed lines are currently | . 
not compatible. 

In spite of all this, Washington Street started 
reviving itself— thanks to a booming economy, 
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Washington Street projects in the works include: @ Grant Manor housing at Lenox Street: 


® Ferdinand Building, soon to be Dept. of Public Health offices. ( Mandela housing at Hammond Street. 

© Former Woolworth at 2201 Washington St., soon to be City of (@ Doubletree Hotel (268 rooms) and YMCA at the former Don 
Boston offices and retail. Bosco High School at Oak Street. 

® Madison Park homes onShawmut Avenue outside Dudley Square. , , , 

© Porter House/Carriage House restoration, 12 units of luxury Nearby projects in the area include: 


condominiums at E. Springfield Street. @ Boston Water and Sewer Commission headquarters at Harrison 
® Thirty units of housing at Union Park. Avenue and Melnea Cass Boulevard. 
@ Thirteen luxury condominiums at Savoy Street. (® Crosstown Center, nine-story office, 190-room hotel, and 1,300- 


@ Wilkes Passage Lofts, 160 loft condominiums at Waltham Street. car garage at the former Digital plant. 

® Rollins Square, 184 mixed-income cooperativeandcondominium ( 485-495 Harrison Ave. live-work loft-style housing and retail at 
residential development with Washington Street retail. Savoy Street. 

® Laconia Lofts, 99 units of live-work lofts near E. Berkeley Street. @® The Homes at Peters Park—10 apartments, 38 lofts and retail— 

@ South End Health Center, condominiums, Walgreens, under- at Shawmut Avenue and E. Berkeley Street. 


ground parking at W. Concord Street. @® Oak Plaza, 245 units of housing on Oak Street in South Cove. 




































. People Movers 
Deborah Hadden, from Fort Point Associates to deputy port director of 
planning and administration. ee : 
Karen Arpino, formerly at the MBTA, is now with Robert F. Walsh Co. 
Eric Botterman, formerly at MassHighway, is now the director of design and 
construction at the MBTA. 
Anne Herzenberg of the MBTA's operations directorate has been appointed 
chief operating officer for the MBTA. — 
Michael Mulhern has moved up from MBTA chief operating officer to 
-MBTA deputy general manager. 
David Perini, from Perini Co. to commissioner of the Department of Capital 
Asset Management. | 3 : 
Kathleen O'Toole is Mayor Menino's senior advisor on waterfront development. 
Mary Hynes has been named vice-president at TransAction Associates. 
Simone Auster is now the full-time director of the Emerald Necklace Conser- 


vancy. 3 } 

Meg Mainzer, former CEO of the Somerville Community Corporation, is the 
new Executive Director of the Back Bay Association, succeeding Marianne 
Abrams. 

Anthony B. Casendino has been elected president of the Back Bay Association. 

Margaret O'Meara, from MassHighway to H. W. Lochner, Inc. 

Charles Euchner, from Northeastern University's urban affairs program to 
the Taubman Center for State and Local Government at Harvar 
University. 

Lynn Ahlgren, formerly at the MBTA, has joined Cambridge Systematics, Inc. 

Michael Francis, from MBTA operations to Alternate Concepts. 
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could open in 2010. 
Mike Mulhern, MBTA: 





Prudential Center Master Plan 


1990 


Since acquiring most of the Prudential Center in 1998, Boston Properties 
has moved quickly to develop on four parcels: 

¢ 111 Huntington Ave., a 36-story office building with two levels of 
retail. A one-half-acre "winter garden" is also planned. Occupancy late 
2001. 

The Belvedere, an 11-story, 65-unit condominium building adjacent to 
the new office tower. Boston Properties will develop two levels of retail 
and InterCapital Partners of Houston will develop the condominiums. [ 
The Belvedere will connect to the Prudential Center arcade through anew 
entrance closer to Huntington Avenue. Occupancy in September 2001. 
South Garden, a planned 1.2-acre public park tucked in between the 
Prudential Tower, winter garden and Belvedere. It will feature a 
fountain and cascading pool; lawn with terraced seating; and space for 
outdoor performances. 

Neighborhood Shopping Center, a planned one-story supermarket at | 
East Ring Road/ Huntington Avenue, opposite Saks. 

Boylston Street Office Building, a planned 11-story office building on 
the plaza between the Hynes Convention Center and the existing retail 
arcade. Yet more retail (two levels) would face a renovated one-half 
acre plaza on Boylston Street. SS 
Boylston Street Residential or Hotel, a planned 11-story residential }; 
building with an arcade connecting Lord & Taylor to the main retail 
arcade. CWB Boylston owns the development rights to this parcel and has 
proposed substituting an 11-story building with a two levels of retail, a 
luxury hotel on six floors and three floors of condominiums. The hotel 
proposal needs approval of the citizens advisory committee for Pruden- 
tial Center development. 


Plan 
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Kevin Sullivan, secretary of transportation: 

w The Silver Line from South Station to World Trade Center will be 
open at the end of 2003; Dudley to downtown, open in 2002. 

w Phase 3 of the Silver Line, South Station connection to Boylston 

Street, a $600-$700 million project, could be federally funded and 


w The Silver Line, a dual-mode (diesel/electric) 60-foot trackless 
trolley, when complete, will exceed the Blue Line capacity. 

gw 1[n2003, the Silver Line will run with frequencies of 78 seconds in 
the 1. 1-mile tunnel. In 2010, headways will be 40 seconds in-tunnel. 

Andrea D'Amato, Boston Commissioner of Transportation: 

ws BTDSouth Boston Transportation Study shows that 17 million s.f. 
of mixed-use development could be supported by current and 
planned [not all funded] transportation projects. 


Prudential Center 
Development 


$6 City Hall Plaza Arcade—Construc- 
tion is underway on a $2.7 million arcade 
that will run from the Government Center 
MBTA station to the JFK Federal Build- 
ing, parallel to Cambridge Street. The ar- 
cade will have three seating platforms and 
an open trellis with 58-foot-high support 
poles for banners. The open roof of the 
hardwood trellis will not provide protec- 
tion from the weather. 

Several members of the City Council 
have challenged Mayor Menino's ordering 
the BRA to take the Plaza in order to 
renovate it and excluding the Council from 
actions it needs to vote on. The arcade is 
scheduled for completion in December. 
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4 Saltonstall State Office Building— 
The state-owned Saltonstall Building at 
100 Cambridge Street, closed because of 
asbestos contamination, has a new life. 
Mass. Development, the state economic 
development authority, will take over and 
oversee a complete rehabilitation of the 
office tower plus the addition of new build- 
ings on the former plaza on Cambridge and 
Bowdoin streets. The new buildings will 
be 69 units of housing (20 percent afford- 
able) and 38,000 s.f. of new retail space. 
The cost of the project is estimated at $140 
million with a two-year construction period. 
The architects are Elkus/Manfredi of Bos- 
ton; contractor, Suffolk Construction. 




























6) Central Artery Surface Master 
Planning — The master planning consult- 
ants for the 30 acres along the Surface 
Artery, ledby SMWMof SanFrancisco with 
The Cecil Group and Halvorson Company 
of Boston, have developed fourconceptplans 
for public scrutiny and comment. 

In "Symmetrical," one concept plan 
treats the entire corridor as a linear space. 
The second concept, "Asymmetrical," 
also approaches the corridor as a _ linear 
space but treats the west side (relating the 
City) differently from the east side (relat- 
ing to the waterfront). In "District," the 
concept plan breaks the corridor into sec- 
tions related to the districts through which 
it passes: North End, Wharf district and 
Chinatown/Leather District. The fourthcon- 
cept, "Fabric Restoration," tried to mini- 
mize the corridor and heal the artery scar by 
restoring some of the original city fabric. 

The next public meeting will be held in 
mid-November. 









w The Silver Line is great, but it needs to be supplemented with 
shuttles and other transit. 

Jane Howard of Howard/Stein-Hudson, EOEA consultants: 

w Existing transit services and the planned Silver Line will provide 
less than 50 percent of the transit required for the South Boston 


piers area. Over half of the transit capacity necessary has been 
identified but not committed. 
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Sheila Lynch, Northeast Alternative Vehicle Consortium: 

w The diesel/electric Silver Line buses are not what was approved 
and are a mistake. They will have the dirtiest emissions of any 
MBTA bus. The MBTA should buy all-electric 30-foot buses. 

Stephanie Pollack, Conservation Law Foundation: 

w The City needs to look at legally binding mechanisms that will 
affect the transit mode share such as parking restrictions. 


Boylston St. 
Residential 
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North End/Downtown Waterfront 





Battery Wharf — Raymond Property Co., developer of proposed 
and fully permitted Battery Wharf project comprised of a hotel, 140 
condominiums, office, retail and parking for 375 cars, has sold it to 
a local developer. Harold Theran and New York investors paid $28 
million and expect to begin demolition this fall. 

Lewis Wharf — Developer Philip DeNormandie’s proposed $50 
million project for condominiums, a |25-room bed and breakfast and 
a small restaurant is under discussion with the neighbors. Work could 
start by early spring 2001. 

Christopher Columbus Park — \n July 1999, Mayor Menino 
and the Boston Parks and Recreation Department announced plans to 
spend $3 million to completely redesign Christopher Columbus Park. 
Many residents objected and called for only renovation, not redesign 
(“just fix it”). 

However, after five community meetings, consensus was reached 
on anew design, with assurances from the Parks Department that cost 
would not be an issue. There were no actions or updates on the project 
since the January meeting until the Parks Department announced at 
an October 5 meeting that the community consensus plan would cost 
$14-$25 million and would not be done. Instead, a scaled-back plan 
was presented by the designers, The Halvorson Company, for com- 
ments, which were mostly favorable. The City will call another 
meeting to present the final design. 





Waterfront Squalls Ahead? 
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Aquarium MBTA Station — The MBTA in the mid-1990s 
began to lengthen Blue Line platforms to accommodate six-car instead 
of four-car trains. The project was planned as a Central Artery traffic 
mitigation project and was to be finished before Artery work began. It 
is now scheduled to be completed after Central Artery work is 
finished. 

The redesigned Aquarium station will include a second headhouse 
west of Atlantic Avenue near 200 State St., planned by late 2001. At 
that time the original station entrance would have been closed, 
renovated and reopened by 2004. In August the MBTA requested 
approval from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA) 
to completely close Aquarium station for one year, shaving one year 
off the total construction period. 

Objections that this new plan would greatly inconvenience residents 
of the North End and Downtown waterfronts, East Boston commuters, 
New England Aquarium visitors, and elderly and handicapped rid- 
ers—especially in winter—were dismissed by EOEA in its approval 
of the closure. Aquarium station will be closed on October 16, 2000 
and the new headhouse will open in October 2001. All work will be 
done by May 2003. State station will be the alternative during the 
closing and will be renamed State/Aquarium. 

New England Aquarium — Work is continuing on a 400-seat 


auditorium/IMAX theater and extending the pier south to essentially 
the original pier line. Construction will continue into late 2001. 


Old Northern Avenue Bridge — Punctuating the need for the 
bridge for pedestrians, the City built a wide wooden pedestrian walkway 
in the center of the old Northern Avenue Bridge for Tall Ships crowds. 
The bridge is operable with the new walkway. Neither bridge supporters 
nor the City seems to have any immediate future plans. 

Vent Building No. 3 (Parcel 20) on Atlantic Avenue — 
Pedestrians on Atlantic Avenue walking from the Moakley Bridge to 
South Station pass a gigantic construction hole. This is to be Central 
Artery vent building No. 3, with stacks up to 300 feet high. The site 
is owned by Boston Edison which plans to develop an office building 
surrounding the vent stacks. There will be a small park and Harborwalk 
on the Fort Point Channel side. 

South Station Air Rights — Hines Interests of Houston, with 
Tufts University Development Corp., is proceeding with plans for a 
$600 million air rights development at South Station (see The Boston 
Informer no. 38, July-August 1998). The complex would consist of a 
47-story, |.6-millions.f. office building, reduced from 50 stories, 690 
feet tall; a 24-story, 500-room hotel; and a nine-story, 430,000-s.f. 
office/research building and 250 
parking spaces. In the recent 
state transportation bond bill, the 
project was exempted from Chap- 
ter 91 waterways licensing re- 
quirements. Hines now says it 
will continue with permitting. 
aiming to break ground in the 
second half of 2001. A draft En- 
vironmental Impact Report was 
recently filed. 

Critics say construction will 
interfere with South Station’s 
function as a transportation hub, 
especially since it already is be- 
sieged by the Central Artery/Tun- 
nel project. 


South Boston Waterfront 


Seaport/South Boston Waterfront District — \n August, 
the City of Boston filed a South Boston Waterfront District Municipal 
Harbor Plan (MHP) with EOEA. When approved, the MHP would 
substitute for Chapter 91 as the basis for evaluating proposed South 
Boston waterfront developments. The MHP filed differs markedly 
from the City’s popular Public Realm Plan (PRP) for the district 
(February 1999). In contrast to the PRP, the MHP would allow 
buildings over 150 feet high close to the water’s edge—on Pier 4, a 250- 
foot building would be allowed within 18 feet of the water and would not 
step up in height with distance from the water. The MHP wouldallow 5.0- 
5.5 floor-area ratio compared to 4.0 for the interim zoning. 

The PRP encouraged “residential, cultural, civic, retail, restaurant 
and entertainment uses close to the waterfront, not office space or 
large hotels.” The MHP would allow office space and large hotels on 
the waterfront, as proposed for the Fan Pier. 

The controversial MHP is under review by EOEA Sec. Bob Durand 
who has extended the public comment period several times. His 
decision is expected by the end of November. Until an MHP is 
approved, EOEA cannot approve development proposals for the area. 
Responding to comments on the inadeqacy of the transportation 
network to support all the proposed development, Durand convened 
a “transportation summit” in September to review the data. The City 
of Boston's "South Boston Transportation Study," dated July 2000, 





IMAX theater at New England Aquarium is under construction. 


was recently released (copies available at City Hall) and came to 
slightly different conclusions about the transportation issues than 
what were presented at the summit. 

The Conservation Law Foundation, Boston Society of Architects, 

The Boston Harbor Association and others have expressed concern 
about the small residential component of the Pritzker and McCourt 
proposals-only about 600 units are proposed—and that there is 
insufficient usable public open space as distinct from green “re- 
sidual” spaces among buildings. The original PRP proposed 10,000 
housing units until political pressure reduced it to 4,000—8,000 units. 
Proposed Apartment Complex on D Street — Cathartes 
Investment has proposed a 715-unit apartment complex on the east 
side of D Street opposite the new Boston Convention Center. The 
BRA-Board approved project was caught in the South Boston political 
crossfire, but the latest proposal is to build 585 market-rate rental units 
and 65 below-market-rate condominiums. Cathartes would also give 
land to the BRA to solicit bids for 65 additional below-market-rate 
condominiums for families. 
Massport Parcel F — Massport's 
recent solicitation for proposals for a 
17-story, 470,000 s.f. office building 
on Parcel F-1 between Fish Pier and 
New Convention Center, east of D 
Street drew six proposals. The shortlist 
included Beacon Capital Partners, 
Manulife Financial and Trammel Crow 
Co. Massportrecently selected Manulife, 
a Canadian insurance company, whose 
plans are to self-finance its U.S. Head- 
quarters at Parcel F-1. Parcel F-2 has 
been awarded to Corcoran-Jennison to 
build a 450-room hotel with 120 resi- 
dential units and retail and restaurant 
space. Construction on the 1.45-acre 
Source: New England Aquarium Site is expected to start next summer. 


East Boston Waterfront 


The City of Boston has released a master plan for the East Boston 
waterfront. The plan emphasizes residential development on 
Clippership Wharf and Pier I (about 1,000 units). Also a 4.8-acre 
parcel owned by the City, known as Boston East, would be used for 
housing. Piers Park would be expanded and improved. Work has also 
just begun on the East Boston Municipal Harbor Plan. 

Massport recently completed its developer-selection process for 
Massport properties on the East Boston waterfront. Massport se- 
lected Roseland/Sea Chain for the three properties: Pier1, residen- 
tial; the East Boston Marina; and the East Boston Shipyard. Only 
one other developer, Modern Continental, bid on all three properties. 


Around the Waterfront 


...1S a quarterly publication of ATC Information, 
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in Boston, Massachusetts, and is available by mail 
only. $20.00 per year (cheap!). 

Questions? Telephone (617) 723-3584, fax (617) 
437-1886 or e-mail: 103477.556@compuserve.com. 





Welcome to The Boston Informer! 


The goal is simple: provide concise public information on 
construction projects, planning initiatives, and whatever 
else affects living and working in Boston. Welcome to The 
Boston Informer! 


The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six 
times yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casendino; 
vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $20.00 per year 
(cheap!). Questions? Telephone (617) 723-3584, fax (617) 437-1886 
or e-mail: 103477.556@compuserve.com. 





"How long have you been waiting 
for the Silver Line bus?" 





© David Bryson The Boston Informer 2000 









tute a | non-profit that hoe refugees and immi- 

_ grants in New England, recreates the experience 

_ of millions of immigrants coming to Boston. For 
ee information call (617) 695-9990. 







- It seems that police details don't do anything. 

__What are their official responsibilities? 

A. Alas, you are confused by the uniform police 
details wear. When one sees a police officer in a 
uniform, one tends to think he or she is a public 
servant, However, when police officers are hired 
by a contractor, department store, parade orga- 
nizer, etc., they are paid to provide services de- 
manded by their employer. At construction sites, 
the most common use of details, their primary 
duty is maintaining the flow of traffic around the 

site. Anything else they do—assist pedestrians 

crossing, preventing double parking nearby, stop- 
ping red-light runners—is at their discretion. 
















I heard Steve Kaiser, the independent citizen 
engineer, is now part of Earth Tech, Inc. 
A. Yourrea little mixed up. Steve Kaiser will always 


ee be independent. Tt was Kaiser. Engineers that 
merged with Earth Tech, Inc. eee 
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